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The spring session of EMBER 

Young Moms was very well 

attended. We had several new 

moms and kids join us for the 

weekly group. What a blessing! 

We focused on sharing our life 

stories in a meaningful way.  

to the 12 restaurants who  

provided meals for the EMBER 

Teen/Young Moms’ weekly 

meetings during the 2017-2018 

school year! 

 

    *Applebee’s *Dakota Farms 

*Domino’s *Gramma Sharon’s 

*Hardee’s *Hula Grill 

*Papa John’s Pizza *Pita Palace 

*Pizza Hut *Qdoba  

*Subway *3 Amigos  

 
“Thank you so much for the help you 
have given me throughout this journey! I 
honestly don’t know what I would’ve 
done without you!” 
                                                      ~Teen Mom  

Dakota Family Solutions wishes you happy memory-making times 

with your family this summer season. Enjoy God’s big beautiful world!   
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Kids  enjoying parachute time at the 
EMBER Playgroup (above)   

Grunenwald family (middle). 

Dakota Family Solutions is 

thrilled to welcome Kelly 

Grunenwald as a Community 

Outreach staff member. She  

has been involved with Dakota  

Family Solutions as a volunteer 

for 4 years, and is passionate 

about being purposefully  

invested in our EMBER Teen & 

Young Mom program.  

EMBER Moms 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
the old has gone, the new has come. All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was rec-
onciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us 
the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be rec-
onciled to God.”                ~2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

EMBER Playgroup 

Kelly initiated a weekly playgroup 

for moms with kids 0-5 years old 

that was launched April 5th. The 

LB Church is graciously hosting 

our EMBER Playgroup throughout 

the school year, and it will be 

meeting at parks during the  

summer months. Visit our  

website for more information. 

HOPE Awareness Event 
Dakota Family Solutions  
presented a HOPE Infertility, 
Miscarriage, and Adoption 
Awareness event in May. Local 
professionals and community 
members shared their insights 
and stories. It was a great  
evening of encouragement for 
those facing these issues. 
Thank you to the Williston ARC 
for hosting us and also to  

Great Plains Women’s Health 
Center-Dr. Solberg and Katie 
Shannon for participating in 
this event with us! CHI St.  
Alexius Williston Women's 
Health Clinic provided needed 
items and a door prize. Building  
Forever Families Adoption & 
Family Services provided  
cookies and water and were on 
hand to answer questions. 
Thanks to all who made this a 
very successful night! 

Valerie 701-580-3138 

valerie@dakotafamilysolutions.org 

Kelly 701-570-0367 

Kelly@dakotafamilysolutions.org 

Dakota Family Solutions 
PO Box 7050  

Williston ND 58803 

“As a volunteer, I quickly fell in love with the heart of Dakota Family  
Solutions and the way the gospel was lived out by the facilitator as she 
gently taught and walked side-by-side with the young women who  
attended our group. I feel so grateful and humbled that God has called me 
to work with Dakota Family Solutions and I am looking forward to what He 
will do in the future. My prayer regarding my ministry at Dakota Family 

Solutions has come from the scripture below.”       ~Kelly Grunenwald 



 

 

Donations Given in Memory of 

*Gladys Anderson *Bob Barkie  
*Shirley Lyson *Dale Moline  

by Gary Enget 

*Bertha Grundstad  
by Jim & Tammy Grunstad 

*Jeff & Clara Trana *Chet &  Ellen Hamers  
by Ron &  Linda Hamers 

 

Dakota Family Solutions is  

bringing CAMP TALK-A-LOT 

back! Last year was such a  

great success, we decided to offer 

this experience designed for  

children anywhere on the autism  

spectrum again. This day camp 

will be hosted at the Williston 

ARC on Monday, July 9th 1-3 pm 

and Tuesday, July 10th 9-11 am. 

To register before the cut-off 

date, June 30th, please email: 

autism@dakotafamilysolutions.org 

Prayer Requests 

• For God’s hand to be on    

Camp Talk-A-Lot and               

the EMBER Playgroup 

• For God’s guidance as         

we  make future plans for  

Dakota Family Solutions 

Autism Awareness Spring Carnival 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dakota Family Solutions offered an evening of fun for  
families of children with autism in April at the Williston ARC. 
Several carnival games were set up for everyone to play 
including a “candy” walk, bowling, fishing, duck pond, bean-
bag toss, golf, etc. Thank you to the Williston ARC for 
hosting this event, and to Walmart for donating several 
“prizes” for kids to win! Also, thank you to Tom Bloch for 
sharing  several of his homemade games with us! A special 
thank you to the Williston Police Department for joining us 
to promote a new program being implemented in Williston 
to help protect children with autism. Parents/caregivers can 
fill out detailed information that explains their child’s unique 
characteristics to have on file at the Police Department just 
in case they ever need to be involved with the child. But at 
the carnival, the goal was to help children with autism  
become comfortable with police in uniform! The children 
were able to have their pictures taken with a uniformed 
officer! 

Dakota Family Solutions was 
chosen for a 2nd year in a  
row to be the recipient of a  
generous grant from the  
Newfield Foundation. We are 
grateful for their investment in 
our organization!  Martin Ward, 
who works locally for them,  
presented the check on their 
behalf. Thank you Newfield! 

We received a significant grant 
for the Single and EMBER Mom 
programs and their children 
from the Robert E. Herman 
Family Foundation for a 2nd 
year as well. Thank you  
to the Herman Family for  
resourcing us for this work! 
 
 
 
 
Special thanks also to the  
Aafedt-McCabe Family Fund,   
the Aafedt Foundation, and  
First Lutheran Church for giving 
so abundantly to Dakota Family 
Solutions. To all who have  
contributed to this ministry by 
providing financially or by     
serving throughout the year,   
we say a heartfelt THANKS! 

                          

Autism Support Group  Thank You! 
“Meeting with other parents at the  
Autism Support Group has been  
invaluable to me. I have a place where  
I feel comfortable discussing my fears, 
asking questions, and finding resources 
for my child with autism. I never feel 
judged and I’ve shared many laughs and 
tears with other parents and caregivers. 
The guest speakers have been great 
guides in providing additional information 
on all kinds of topics. The family events 
such as the Christmas party, the  
Autism Awareness Spring Carnival, 
Camp Talk-A-Lot, and the Hay Maze 
have provided my family a safe place to 
relax, have fun and just be ourselves!”  
                             ~Mother of Child with Autism  

Day Camp  

Single Moms 
Single Moms went through  

the book Uninvited: Living 

Loved When You Feel Less 

Than, Left Out and Lonely by 

Lysa Turkeurst. Knowing we 

are always invited by the  

Father offers fulfillment and 

the security we all need to 

navigate this life successfully. 

This is a tight knit group of 

beautiful moms on a single 

motherhood journey together. 

It is heartwarming to see the 

kinds of encouragement and 

support they offer each other!   

“I always have certain things that 
stick with me from each study and 
the thing I’ll always remember from 
Uninvited is that am not being  
set aside when I feel left out or  
rejected. I am actually being set 
apart by God for something better!’ ’                                 
           ~Single Mom 


